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POINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
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19 June 1946 


COMMISSIONER: 


Mr. George E. Taylor 


CORPS OF POLITICAL LEADERS 
(The Commission reconvened at 1100 hours) 

HANS SCHNEIDER, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 

MR. TAYLOR: Will you state your name? 

THE WITNESS: My name is Hans Schneider. 

MR. TAYLOR: Will the witness raise his right hand and repeat the 
following oath: I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, thatI will 
speak the pure truth and will withhold andadd nothing. 


(The witness repeated the oath) 


MR. TAYLOR The witness will be seated. Dr. Nath, proceed with 


the witness, please. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR. NATH (Defense Counsel) 
Q. Witness, you are by profession an Oberstudienrat and you were such for 
twenty-five years? You are 53 years old, is that correct? 
A. Yes, that is correct. 


Q. When did you enter the Party and what were your motives? 


A. I jointed the Party on the first of May 1933 during my student years 
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during which I earned my livingeI was on the side of the democracy. 

MR. MONNERAY: Would it be possible for defense counsel to indicate 
the motive of this witness. Why he is being heard. 

MR. TAYLOR: The counsel has handed to the Commission a statement 
that the witness was a Zellenleiter from March 1936 to May 1942 in the vicinity 
of Augsburg. The witness will make statements about placing and takstasks of 
the Zellenleiter and relate his point of view about prosecution charges regard= 
ing comspiracy (Party program) and crimes agains the peace, rules of warfare 
and against humanity. 

BY DR. NATH: 

@. Will you please continue? 

A. The policy of the governments from 1920 to 1933 caused me to come close 
to the Deutsch-Nationale Partei. I was not active in Party politics at that 
time; however, I was the vice chairman of the mnicipal employees sector at 
Augsburg. In particular I xzemremkemx represented the interests of the hibher 
civil service employees of the city of Augsburg. After the ascension of power 
of the Party, I felt it my duty to assist my co-workers in the Third Reich. 

I was conscious of the somewhat less than friendly attitude of the Party toward 
the civil service employees. Since the Deutsch-Nationale with the National 
Socialist Party formed the Government, I joined the Party though I had scruples 
in regard to certain programatic points of the National Socialist Party. 

Q- When and where were you a Zellenleiter? 

A. I was Zellenleiter from March 1936 to May 1942 at 
Stadt Bergen near Augsburg. 

Q. Would you say that due to your experience you were qualified to give 
information on a larger circle of Political Leiters - in particular, the Block= 
leiters and Zellenleiters? — 
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A. I was acquainted with the Political Leiter of our Ortsgruppen, and I was 
also acquainted with a large number of Political Leiters in Augsburg and 
similar neighboring muntetp&kitiasx municipalities. 

Q- Will you please describe to us how it happened that you accepted the 
office of a Zellenleiter? 

A. I moved in Stadt Bergen in December 1935. In February 1936, I par- 
ticipated in the first meeting of the Ortsgruppen. At this meeting the Orts- 
gruppen announced that I had been appointed by him as the Zellenleiter of Zelle 
#2. He had neither asked me if I wished to accept the position, nor did he 
notify me of the appointment previously. I was rather astonished at hearing 
my name mentioned at the meeting; however, as a party member I did not think 
I could refuse the appointment. I immediately inguired from him what my 
duties were to be. He answered that basically that I would have to be con- 
cerned only with money collections. That is why he referred me to the Kassenleiter. 

Q- Have you received an identification card as Political Leiter? 

A. I have received such identification from the Kreisleiter at Augeburg. 

Q- Have you been sworn in? 

A. The Kreisleiter has not sworn me in. 

Q- Were there orders for Party members to accept Party offices or could 
you refuse? 

A. Every Party member was obliged to collaborate if required to do so, 
and if he was in a situation permitting him to fulfill the tasks he was asked 
to do so. 

Q- Were there any directives or regulations from the part of the Chiefs 
of your sections; for instance, to accept such Barty offices? 


A. The superior offices have repeatedly and very urgently asked Party members 


to collaborate. le 
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Q. Was a civil servant permitted to resign from a Party office, because he 
disagreed with the political use of the Party, and did that have any consequence 
for the person concerned? 

A. Every civil servant had to consider very thoughtfully what his road 
might be if he wished to resign from the Party office for political reasons, 
for he was conscious of the fact that a resignation would have considerable 
consequence for his carger as a civil servant. During war time it would have 
been utterly impossible for any civil servant employee to resign from his Party 
office since this would have been considered sabotage azainst the State. His 
oath as a civil servant and accordine to the German civil service law, the civil 
servant had taken an oath to the Fuehrer, and Party and State had been declared 
to be as one. 

Q. Will you please tell what the duties of a Zellenleiter consisted of? 

A. The Zellenleiter acted as an intermediary between the Blockleiter and 
Ortsgruppenleiter and the members of the staff of Ortsgruppenleiter. The 
largest office duties consisted of helping amd taking care of money trans- 
actions. He had to pick up the membership stamps from the Kassenleiter (treasurer), 
and transfer them to the Blockleiter. The Blockleiter turned over to him the 
cash which he had collected, and the Zellenleiter then in his turn, transferred 
the cash to the Kassenleiter - the same way he had to take care of the relief 
work, chances, motion picture benefit tickets, tickets for all sorts of 
entertainments or meetings. He turned these over to the Blockleiter and trans- 
mitted the cash. The Propaganda Leiter gave him pamphlets, training letters, 
propaganda material, and those he also had to turn over to the Blockleiter. 
Furthermore, it came within his scope to inform the Blockleiter if a con¥erence 
was called for them by the Ortsgruppenleiter or members of the Ortsgruppenleiter 


Staff, or if they had to appear for lectures or any other sort of reason. Oc- 


casionally, he had to discuss the application of orders eminating from the Orts- 
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gruppenleiter. For instance, the practical execution of a collection for soldiers. 

Q- I wish to put some questions to you regarding the organization. Witness, 
was it that in case of necessity, Blockhelfer were put at the ttiugeszt disposal 
of the Blockleiter. Would it be possible to speak here of a Staff of the 
Blockleiters or of sections or dividions of the 8lockleiters which were sub- 
ordimate to him? 

A. The Blockleiter had no right to give out directives independently of any 
sort, and thus he could not have had any staff or any sort of office. Block- 
helfers were permitted only in case of necessity. Our Ortsgruppen did not have 
any since the number of Party members was too small. Only in connection with 
the Ortsgruppenleiter could one speak of a Staff. 

Would 

Q- xig you as Zellenleiter, hs any Blockleiter, be in power to give in- 
structions to the Blockhelfer or were they subordinate to you in regard to. 
discipline? 

A. The Blockhelfer had the same augit duties as the Blockleiter had -= 
only that they executed them in part for the Blockleiter. Thus one could not 
give independent instructions to the Blockhelfer. No Blockleiter had any 
disciplinary authority in regard to his co-workers. 

Q. The prosectuion has exempted members of the Staff of Ortseruppenleiter 
from the charges. Were the Block and Zellenleiters the superiors of the Political 
dexit Leiters on the Steff of the Ortsgruppenleiter? 

A. I t was vice versa. The members of the Staff of the Ortsgruppen- 
leiter gave directives to the Blockleiters and tkassx they were oblized to execute 
theme 

Q. Hage the duties of the Blockleiters and Zellenleiters changed during the 


course of years, and could one differentiate between pre-war times up to and in- A 


f 
cluding 1939 and the war years up to 19452 J 
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A. During the course of years the tasks of the Block and Zellenleiters 
have experienced a change. Some of the tasks which had been executed during 
peace time were eliminated during the war years. The war caused new duties 
to be given to the Block and Zellenleiters. I refer in particular to air radd 
protection and care and relief for the population. Here they acted as the out- 
standing care and relief organization for the residents of the Block. 

Q. Were there regular conferences of Blockleiters and Zellenleiters 
and the Ortsgruppenleiter? Who was present - what were the things beéne discussed? 

A. Actually there were reguler conference prescribed, but many times these 
fegular conferences dic not take place.. Our Ortegruppen had conferences only 
as required. Present at these meetings were the Ortegruppenleiters and those 
staff members and members of other organizations which were acquainted with 
the matterw which were being discussed. 

Q- Were there any connections between the Block and Zellenleiters to the 
Kreisleiters or superior offices? 

A. Block and Zellenleiters were subordinate to the Ortsgruppenleiter in 
every respect. The organizational structure of the Party and regulations of 
the Party made it impossible that the Block anë Zellenleiter had eny connection 
with the Gauleiter or the Kreisleiter. 

Q- Will it be correct to say #~ as the prosecution has characterized the 
Blocklieter as littler Caesars who were terrorizing the people? 

A. I have previoubly described the duties of the Blockleiter. kaxa 
Their relationship to the population frequently was a very minor one. That is 
particularly true referring to kum peace times. It was their task to care for 
the population and I can state that by far the largest part of the Blockletter 


saw their duties as carrying and providing relief for the population. Many 


Blockleiters have already unwillingly accepted their duties. They had to give ly 


up some of their free hours. Even the Party members did not hold them in high esteem. 
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They were glad when they got rid of their duties. 


Q. I shall return to that point later. You are obviously lost. 


itor 
MR. TAYLOR: We will have a 10 minute recess. 


Recessed at 1130 hours. 
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11:30 A.M. 
+ MR. TAYLOR: Procedéd with the examination of tne witness. 
police,and 

Q. Without any authorization by the/suktay mar without any court 
procedure, they were in position to deprive people of their goods and liberty 
and even their xxgemt lives. Were the block and zellen leiters authorized in 
sucn a manner? 

A. As previously stated by me, the work of the block and zellen leiters 
consisted only in putting into practice those directives ana orders which 
were given to them and which pertained to the administration of the ortsgruppe. 
Because of that, mo such rights were given to the block and zellen leiters by 
anyone, nor muaxk did it ever occur to them to undertake such procedure. 

Q. Did you have the authority as a block and zellen leiter to requisition 
the SA and to commit them to compel citizens to follow your orders in regard 
to certain matters? 

A. I can only repeat that the zellen leiters only accepted orders from 
and executed orders of the artugruppexanixhk ortsgruppenieiter and his staff. 


They had no independent authority to issue regulations whatsoever. It was 


completely impossible thatthe; should ever have given orders to the leiters of 


other organizations. 
Q. Did the block and zellen leiters have any connections with amt other 
sD 
Nazi organizations, as, for instance, the/SK or the Gestapo? 


A. No. A large part of them did not have any idea of the existence of the 


Q. Were you acquainted with the Orgenizations Book edited by Ley? 
A. None of us was acquainted with this Organizations Book. We also 
believe that nobody paid any attention to that book. And nobody believed 


that the directives of this book had been fulfilled explicitly. 





Take 2 -P2 
Noll 
19 June 1946 


re A 


Q. Page 101 of the Organizations Book reads, "It is tne duty of the 
block and zellen leiter to report anyone disseminating harmful rumors to the 
ortegruppe, so that the competent authority may be notified by them." Did 
the blockleiter receive any information from either the zellenleiter or tne 
ortsgruppenleiter regarding this duty to inform on their co-residents? 

A. Never has the ortsgruppenleiter transmitted such directives to the 
z@iienleiter, who, in turn, of course could not transmit such directives to 
the bliockleiter. 


Q. Do you know of any case where a block or zellenieiter tried to get 


information regarding the political views of a resident, and tnen reported 


such, so that tne consequences for this resident were those of court punish- 
ment or that the resident might have other disadvantages emanating from such 
an action? 

A. in my entire activity, ever since I joined the Party, I never came 
across such a case. 

Q. Is it correct that block and zellen Leiters had to write a report of 
the morale at regular intervals? What sort of morale reports were tnesef 

A. It is my knowledge that such morale reports were required. Toa 
great extent,however, this requirement was not fulfilled. During tne five 
years that I wes active, according to my knowledge the ortsgruppenieiter asked 
only twice for oral reports regarding the morale ot the population. He needed 
references upon which the propaganda leiter could base his report, wnichn had 
to be submitted to tne kreisleiter. Ali block and zellen leiters unanimously 
refused to make any reports of the moraie of tne population. I toid him 
expressiy that I was put there tmx merely fm to take care ot many affairs and 
the otner duties which I have described before. The ortegruppenleiter stated A 


that he merely wanted to W. vwe a report on the reaction of the population to 





fake 2- P3 
Noll 
19 June 1946 


+ iM N00 


government measures, and to find out what the desires and wishes ang complaints 
of the population were. 

Q. I now wish to discuss the significance of the meaning of the word, 
“noneitetraeger", as xrafmerxeixta referring to block and zellen leiters. Did 


the noheitetraegers (unironxizxtoxuayyxiunexteuweretguxpriviiegex exercise 
("*hoheiterechte" ) 
sovereign rignts/over the residents of their respective districts? 


A. The moheitucxrageers title, "noneitstraeger", was mereiy a titie without 
any meaning whatsoever. It was never made clear to us just wnat rizats were 
ours on the basis of this title. Just as before, we also had to fulfils tne 
same duties. I frequently pondered upon it, but I was never abie to figure 
out just what new privileges were conferred upon me witk by this title. Finaily 


I came to the conclusion that it was a mere phrase. 


Q- Were you acquainted witn tue pudiication, "Der Mamextatzag Hoheitstraeger"? 
Partelleitung 
Did the /Raresxxkexmong supply tnis magazine to tne block and zellen leiters? 


A. I did not know unvii charges were brought against political leiters 
that such a publication existed, and we certainly never received it. 

Q. Witness, do you know whetner tne viock and zeilenleiterm witn whom 
you were acquainted were ot the Cnoristian religion? 

A. Alii of tne block and zellen leiters in my arks oroit beionged to tne 
Coristian Cimrch. 

Q. Did any Party authority ever direct tne block and zeiien leiters to 
resign from tne Curen? 

A. Tney never received sucn a directive. The amg ortsgruppenieiter ana 
vue gauLerter both were members of the Christian religion. They tieliseives, 
on their own initiative, avoided any Countere—Ciwicu imisucuce. 

Q. Tne political leiters are also charged with having taken part ina 


conspiracy. They are said to have participated in the execution of this 
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common plan and committed crimes against peace, against the customs of war, 
against humanity. The Prosecution zaya sees within the Party Program the 

main pointe of the Nazi plan. I shall submit briefly a few of these points. 

“We demand that all Germans unite on the basis of the right of self-determination 


of all people within a greater Germany." Did the block and zellen leiters 


Le 
with whom you were acquainted consider this point -sẹ referring to the conquest 


of foreign territories? 

A. The uniting of people of like language, kind, and background has been 
recognised in one ot Wilson's "Fourteen Points." And the popular elections 
which took place in connection with the peace treaty brought about in a pexeaf 
peaceful wx way the connection of several areas with their respective dusxiraz 
desired states. And thus — been possible that some day those 
territories inhabited by Germany might have been put back into greater Germany 
in sga a Siia. way. 

Q. "We azkaż demand land and growd (colonies) for the food situation 
of our peoplefxumé and the settlement of our people.” Was this part of the 
Program considered a plan of conquest of foreign territories? What did the 
block and zellen leiters consider the means by which this program should be 
achieved? 

A. German colonies had been acquired legally. It was the general desire 
that these should be returned to Germany since, partially at least, they were 
suitable to supply raw materials to Germany and to take a part of the over- 
numerous population. No one every thought of occupying foreign territories, 
particularly if you consider the basis principle of thaty which says, "Germany 
consists of that part which is inhabited by Germans." 


Q. Will you tell your views if I submit to you briefly a document which 


shows that, in July 1941, Hitler intended to incorporate the Crimea, Galicia, 
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the Baltic Stetes, and other territory into Germany? Will you please tell 
us your attitude from the point of view of a block and zellen leiter. 
(Document L 221, USA 317) 

A. We never were acquainted with this plan. I consider it fantastic, 
completely impractical; I consider it against all the principles of the 
Party Program; I consider it as a crime against the people mimekxusxk who 
would have had to suffer befause of it. 

Q. Point Four of the Party Program reads, as I quote: "A citizen can 
only be someone who is a volksgenosse; a volksgenosse can be only one who is 
of German blood, regardless of his denomination. Hence, no Jew can be a 
volksgenosse." This mmxdaukk constitutes a lower position for the citizen 
of Jewish belief. In practice, this part of the Program has produced the 
worst persecution of the Jews. What was the understanding of the political 
leiters, of which you are one--which is to say the block and zellen leiters? 

A. I may say that this was one of km the principal points which made mm 
my attitude go somewhat against the NSDAP. Tnere were quite a few well-reputed, 
mkznkyeustaoumixiawx highly-esteemed Jewish families in Augsburg. Mymskfzxa8 
w I, as well as my wife, had social contacts with them. It was our belief that 
the Party would treat the Jews in a decent manner. No block and zellen leiter 


approved of the treatment of the Jews on the basis of the Nuernberg Laws. 


Party members made purchases in Jewisn shops until the last, for they know 


that they would be served honestly ani well. In Augsburg, in particular, 
there was no hatred or unequal attitude toward the Jews. Also, the synagogues 
and the subsidiary buildings are completely in order. 

Q. Will you describe to the court the kind of people these block and 
zellen leiters were, and from what professions and positions they came. 


A. As I stated before, the duties of the block and zellen leiters were 
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of a very inferior nature, indeed. Generally, therefore, aa these offices 
were held py men from the simple classes--peasants, locksmiths, masons, night 
watchmen, tanners, casual laborers. All these people were honest, decent, 
and deserving of confidence~-people who could be sent to any Party member or 
any resident of the block. The greatest part of them were possessed merely 
of a primary education and of a primary political knowledge. 

Q. We now come to another question. Was it possible for the block and 
zellen leiter to influence the laws of the Third Reich either by a right to 
influence them or by the mere possivility of having an effect on then? 


A. The block and zellen leiters were not the representatives of the will 


of the mmm people. Their tasks were only of an administrative nature. Nobody 


ever asked them for their political opinions. Consequently, they were 
completely without any influence on any laws. 

Q. The Prosecution charges that another example of the participation 
in the conspirecy is given by their participation in the persecution of the 
Church. A clarification is needed as to just what part the bock and zellen 
leiters played in the persecution of the Churcn and what they knew of it. 
Were the block and zellen leiters informed regarding the attitude of the 
Party leadership toward the Church and Christendom in general, either by the 
ortsgruppenleiter or by any other authority--as, for instance, by propaganda 
speakers or by means of training courses? i s 

A. Party lectures I attended never touched upon the subject of the 
attitude of the Party x toward the Church. We were never instructed regarding 
measures against the Church. 

Q. From which authorities emanated directives watch badxfurtkarxcensagueses 


which caused the removal of crucifixes from the Church and the elimination of 
morning and evening prayers? I am referring to a document submitted by the 


Prosecution: PS 070, USA 371. 
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A. I am unable to throw any light on the question of from whence these 
orders gammx emanated, since block and zellen leiters never were informed in 
this direction. 

Q. The Nazis arrested a considerable numper of clergymen. They were 
taken to concentration camps. Property was confiscated. Did tne Party leader- 
ship inform block and zellen leiters of the reasons for the arrest of clergy- 
men and the confiscation of monasteries and other Church property? 

A. I wish to repeat that block and zellen leiters never were informed 
why certain steps were taken against certain parts of the population. 

ensuing 

Q. In the/xmmuxkxmgxarxs years, persecution of the Jews became more 
frequent. Were block and zellen leiters ever, in any way, connected with 
such measures as the wearing of the Jewish star, the expropriation of prix 
personal property, and so forth? 


A. We never received any orders in this connection, and I also believe 


that nowhere else did block and zellen leiters receive such orders. 


Q. As a further example of the part political xXuad leiters played in the 


conspiracy, the Prosecution enumerates the destruction of the free trade 
unions. The Prosecution here refers to the patxa part played by “outstanding 
leaders of the Corps of Political Leaders.". Were the block and zellen leiters 
RER oka E destroyed the free trade unions, or did they in any way 
participate? 

A. The destruction of the free trade unions took place in 1933. At that 
time I was not a political leiter. That is why I am not in a position to state 
anything definite about this. 

Q. Were the political leiters, which is to say the block and zellen 
leiters, aaugmuk acquainted with the Einsatzstab Rosenberg? 


A. Block and zellen leiters were not acquainted with it and had nothing 


to do with it at all. 
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Q- On the night of the mimnthxanġxtentk 9th-l0th November, 1938, Jewish 
pogroms took place and the synagogues were burned, Jewish homes were destroyed, 
and many Jewisn citizens were arrested and thrown into concentration camps. 

Were the political leiters informed of such an action previous to the action, 
and were they asked to am participate in any manner? 

A. No information was given to block and zellen leiters, and they did not 
in any way participate in this action. 

Qe I now come to the point of the Prosecution referring to the customs of 
war and the breach of the rules of war. Axxfaxxauxhiockxamotxcertenxkaiteraxar 
The foilowing is the essential point of the discussion: "The Corps of Political 
Leaders a is charged with having taken active — responsible for, the 
murder, harm, or bad treatment of Allied fliers who had to make emergency 
landings in German territories or in territories controlled by Germany. German 
civilians are said to nave mistreated or murdered many pilots instead of 
treating them as prisoners of war, with the absolute agreement, yes, even with 
the initiative, of certain members of the Corps of Political Leaders." Tour 
documents have been introduced by t&e Prosecution referring to this case. In 
order to save km time, I shall submit to you only two documents. The"Volkischer 
Beobachter", 29 May 1944, published an arficle by Goebbels. Document 1676 PS 
of tne Prosecution; USA 334. I wish to quote an excerpt: “Only with arms could 
the life of enemy pilots who were shot down hy be protected; otherwise, they 
would nave been kiiled by the population which had had horrible experiences. 

Who is in the right? Murderers who expect their victims to treat them 


humanely after their cowardly misdeeds, or tne victims who want to defend 


themselves on the basis of an"éye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth?™'" 


famnemiaxhinesitfxauswerexxk Goebbels himself answers, and I quote, "It seems 


hardly feasible that German police and soldiers should be committed against 


the German population when it treats the murderers of children in the way in 
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/they deserve to be treated.” Doesn't that articie contain at least an 


—0017 


indirect order, or at least a publication of a tolerance, that fiiers who 
have come down in an emergency should be attacked by German civilians end 
mart, or even killed? 

A. Inany case, tnis article of Goebbels’ asks the population of Germany 
to take actions ot giałan violence on enemy fliers. In my opinion, Goebbels 
wanted to stamp the people as war criminals. 

Q- Does tnis article contain a demand specifically directed to 
block and zellen leiters? Did the block and zelien leiters consider 
article as sucn? 

A. I must answer this question in the negative. He is talking to the 
total population, and tne block and zellen leiters could not because of this 
assume from tne article that it was directed to them specifically. They only 
nad to act by orders of the ortsgruppenleiter. 

Q. A further document +s submitted by the Prosecution is a circular 
ama emanating from Reichsleiter Bormann, dated 30 May 1944. It is PS 057, 
USA 329. "Any police and court processes against volksgenossen who were 
involved have not xka taken place." ‘nis circular refers to an incident by 
wnich enemy fliers who made emergency landings were lynched by the population. 
The distribution list of the document shows that kreisleiters and gauleiters 
should be notified. Orgstruppenleiters were supposed to be informed only 
orally by the kreisleiter. Will you please describe to the court any 
incidents pertaining to emergency landings by enemy fliers. Just what was 
their treatment, and what was the attitude of the block and zellen leiters 
to these events? 

A. I shall first thmmm answer the last question. Block and zellen 
leiters, as far as I was informed, were not cognisant of the circular by 


Bormann. Several enemy planes made emergency landings in the vicinity of 





Ba NLU 
Take 2 -P9 H0964 


Noll -0n 
19 June 1946 


Augsburg. Peasants extended hospitality to the injured fliers and took care 


of them at first, and then the military transferred them to the hospital. 


The population was interested, particularly because among them was a nephew of 
Mr. Churchill. The city holding the Masgzarzekmiżżxek Messerschmidtwerke of 
course was especially interested in aviators. By themselves, they did not 
wish any harm to come to these fliers. I ax may include in ka that statement 
also block and zellen leiters. 

DR. NATH: May I add, for the record, that the Messerschnidtwerke was 
a large plane factory. 


(The Commission was recessed until 1400 hours) 
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COMMI SSIONER: 


Mr. George R. Taylor 


CORPS OF POLITICAL LEADERS 


(The Commission convened at 1400 hours) 


HANS SCHNEIDER, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 
MR. TAYLOR: We will proceed with further examination of the witness 
by Dr» Nath. The witness is to be reminded that he is stillunder oath. 
THE WITNESS: Yes. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION RESUMED 
BY DR. NATH-~-----~--. - 
Q- The prosecution has also charged the treatment of prisoners of war and 


of foreign labor. Had the Zellenleiter and Blockleiter anything to do with 


the prisonerof war and foreign laborers - their treatment and their feeding? 


A. During the war I was both in the country and city. No where and at 
no time did I learn that the Political Leiters had anything to do with those 
two things. 

Q- Did the Zellenleiter and Blockleiter know anything about the so-called 
mercy killings - reference is made to Hitler's order of the end of 1939, in 


accordinge to which certain incurablp ill should be killed under certain con— 


ditions? 
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A. From the Party leadership, the Block and Zelledleiters did not learn 
anything about that. 

# DR. NATH: No further questions. 

MR. TAYLOR: Any cross examination? 
CROSS EXAMINSTION 

BY LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: 

Q. You told us that on your appointment as Blockleiter, you were issued 
with some kind of identity card? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Or rather when you were appointed to be Zellenleiter? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was that a special card which was issued to Zellenleiters or was ita 
card which all Party members possessed? 

A. Zu Special for the Zellenleiter only. 

Q. Did Ortsgruppenleiters and Kreisleiters have similar cards? 

A. I'm convinced they had. 

Q. And Blockleiters? 

A. I didn't see any. 

your 

Q. What did it say on/xmm Zellenleiter identification card? 

A. The text was as follows: Hans Schneider is Zellenleiter at Stadt 
Bergen in the Kreisleiter of agumbAugsburg - signed by so and eo, Kreisleiter. 

Q- You have told us that Zellenleiters and Blockleiters were never regarded 
as Hoheitstrager? 


A. That is correct. 


Q. You know that the Organization Book describes Hoheitstrager as consisting 


of Gauleiter, Kreisleiter, Ortsgruppenleiter and both Zellenleiter and Block- 
leiter? 


A. That is so. 
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Q- Can you explain why Zellenleiter and Blockleiter should be so described, 

if, in fact, they are not Hoheitstrager? 
give 

A. We were told that that was merely a title to/xzmt recognition to the 
merits which the Block and Zellenleiters had in the past. 

Q. What do you mean by the merits of the Block and Zellenleiters? 

A. That they ful filled the tasks imposed upon them by the party in an 
honest manner. 

Q. So that was the reason, was it, why they were continually described 
year by year in the Organization Book as being members of the Hoheitst rager? 

A. Yes, they had been appointed Hoheitstragers and paft of them had the 
external marks of Hoheitstrager. 

Q. And if I understand you correctly, Zellenleiter anyway had the special 
identity card which was issued to all other Hoheitstrager? 

A. I never saw the identity papers of Ortsgruppenleiters, Kreisleiters and 
other leiters. 

Q. We won't argue about it. You told us that you think it almost certain 
that the others held cards. Now, we will go on to another matter. Am I cor- 
rect in thinking that you held office as Zellenleiter up to May of 1942? 

A. Yes, thatis correct. 

Q. What position did you hold after that? 

A. I — Bergen to Augsburg and therefore didn't hold any 
Political Leiter position after that. 

Q. Do you mean by that that you simply moved your residence? 

A. Yes. 

Q. No, I understand also that when youjoined the party in 1933, you did 


so with certain scruples? 


A. Yes. 


Q. What were the reasons for your scruples? 
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A. One point I mentioned already - there was a race problem. The position 
of the non-Germans in the midst of the German people. The other source of my 
scruples was of an economic nature. Essentially, the Nazi Party was hostile 
towards the civil servants since there was reason to feel that the rights and 
privileges of the civil servants would be curtailed. 

Q. Very well, may I take it from that that you oppose the policies of the 
Nazi Party in respect of the Jews? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did you continue opposed to that policy throughout the whole tirg 

A. Yes. There was up to 1943, a student in my school who was half Jewish, 
and she never had am to suffer any disadvantages. 

Q. Xtuxmukiugxy I'm not asking you about the Jews in your school. It 
was common knowledge, was it now, to all Zellenleiter and all Blockleiter 
throughout Germany that from 1933 onwards, systematic persecution of the Jews 
was advocated and carried out by the Nazi Government? 

A. That point was a Party program - has been hardly touched upon in the 
speeches of Hitler or in the discussion of suppression. 

Q. I'm not asking you about the speeches of Hitler. I'm askingyou whether 
or not it was common knowledge among everybody in Germany that systematic 
persecution of the Jews was conducted by the Nazi Party from 1933 onwards? 

A. In 1933 one couldn't talk et all about the persecution of the Jews. 
They kept their positions and business enterprises. The students remained 
in the schools and I couldn't remember at all that any steps were taken against 
then. 


Q- I'll have to remind you of some of the steps =- you remember the boycott 


l 
of 19343 - the boycott — 1933 = do you remember that? 


A. It is quite mm impossible that there was a boycott on April 1. Elections 





Com. B. 
Finkle IM ON 
Winkler 
19 June 1946 H0964 -0023 
Schneider 

were on March §, and the day of Potsdam was on March 31l, and I can't 

imagine that there was a boycott om April 1. 

Q. I don't want any more speech making. You came here to give evidence 
about various matters. Do you realize that you are, I think, the first wit- 
ness that has been heard before this Commission or before the Tribunal who 
doesn't very well remember the boycott of April 19337 

A. No. 

Q- Let's see if you remember some of the other things. Do you remember 

laws which were called the Nurnberg Decrees? 

A. Yes, but they were issued later. 

Q. You remember those two years later? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Then your memory goes back so far as 1935, but that is the limit. 

MR. TAYLOR: What was the witness! answer. 

A. Yes, I remember the Nurnberg Decree. 

Q. Do you remember the demonstration which took place on the 9 and 10 
of November 1938? 

A. Yes. 

Would you call organized demonstrations of that kind persecution? 
Yes, so I would. 
You remember, do you, the so-called ayranization of Jewish property? 


Yes, I do. 


That, in fact, was State stealing - State larceny of property belong- 


ing to the Jewish race, was it now? That's what it amounted to, wasn't it? 
A. Yes, for all practical purposes. 
Q- Do you call that persecution? 


A. Yes. 
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Q» Do you call it persecution to make men wear yellow stars on their 
back wherever they go? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it was common knowledge, was it not, that all that was initiated, 
approved, and carried out by the Nazi government? 

A. All things ordered were issued without asking the members at all. 

Q- We'll get on very much better if you will answer my question. You see, 
I didn't ask whether the members of the Party were asked about those things. 
I asked whether they were all initiated, approved of, and carried out by the 
Nazi Government? 

A. Yes, those measures were initiated, approved and carried out by the 
government. 

Q- It was common knowledge, was it not, that when the Nazi Government 
came into power they instigated the concentration camps? Well, perhaps 
it's going back too far again for your memory. Let's take it in 1935. Zum 
Do you remember concentration camps being in existence in 1935? 

A. I couldn't tell you in which year we learned of the concentration 
camps. 

Qe Mhenxdidxysuxtsarn When you did learn of them, it was common knowledge, 
wasn't it? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Did you approve of them? 

A. All we learned was that political hostile forces were arrested and housed 
in a common place. Above that we did not learn anything. 


Q. You see again that wasn't the question I asked you. Did you approve 


of the system of concentration camps. Now, we have waited some two and a 


half minutes for your answer. Surely you can answer it yes or no. Perhaps 


two and a half minutes is exaggerated 1 One and one-half minutes anyway it's 
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A. No. 
You didn't approve? 
No, because it had not been usual up to then to arrest political 
enemies unless they had committed crimes against the State. 

Q. — say that the majority of Block and Zellenleiters dis- 
approved of the system of concentration camps, and of the principle of arrest 
without trial? 

A. We were honest people and as such we could not at all approve of such a 
thing. 

Q. Did you know of the organization known as the Gestapo? 

A. Only by name. 

Q. And, of course, I remember you never heard of the SD? 

A. Once I heard that an acquaintance of mine was employed by the SD. 

Q- Would it surprise you to know that you are aggin, I think, one can 
safely say, the first witness that we have heard in this tråàl, who didn't 
know about the Gestapo and SD. Is that another fax fault of your memory, 
do you think? 

A. I didn't mean to say that I didn't know anything about the Gestapo. 
Nobody informed me about the scope of their activities. 

Q- Without going into details about it - what you did know about the 
Gestapo, did you approve of it? 

A. No. 

Qə- May I take it that the majority of Zellenleiterw andBlockleiters did 
not approve of the Gestapo? 


A. Yes, you may assume so. 


Q- Did you know, during the war, that a great number of foreigners were 


aG 


f 
f 


brought to work for Germans in Germany? A 
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A. Yes. 
Q- They were, in fact, slaves, were they not? That is what it came to, 


was it not? 


A. Like slaves they were taken away from their homes, but in their work, 


as far as I could judge, in both the country and city, they did not make the 


impression of slaves. 

Qe Did you approve of the my system of taking them away from their homes 
and making them work in Germany? 

A. No, some of them told me personally they were taken suddenly from thetr 
homes and taken in available cars in to Germany. 

Q- Now, you eamxuium knew also, did you not, that it was the policy of the 
Nazi Government mk to suppress the churches - the influence of the Christian 
churches? 

A. Yes. 

LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: I don't honestly think we need go any further 
unless Dr. Nath wants to go into details ~ we will cut this mich shorter. 

DR. NATH: I believe he wanted to make a short statement. 

LE. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: Very well, try to make your answer short 
as fossible. 

THE WITNESS: Certain measures were uniform - non-financial measures - 
merely getting rid of church leaders and so on. 
BY COL. GRIFFITH JONES: 

Q. I assure you we know the measures taken. I don't want xm you to tell 
us. My question for you to answer was whether you approved and you told us you 
disapproved of the order that came down from the highest Nazi levels as to the 
treatment of the air men, parachatists, that landed? 


A. Certainly. 
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Q- You did agree with me, did you not, that all those matters which we 
have mentioned - the persecution € the duawtzk Jews, the system of concentration 
campe, and of arrests without trial, the organization known as the Gestapo, 
the system of foreign slaves, the policy of suppressing the churches, and the 
orders issued about Allied pilots. You would agree that in respect of all 
those things, it was the Nazi party that was responsible? 

A. Yes, certainly. 

Qe Would you agree with me that it was on the Political Leiters and their 
organizations that the Nazi Government relied for its power and control 
over the STATE? 

A. They had to rely on those orbits which had to carry out the order 
the highest Party leadership. 

Q. Without the cooperation of Political Leiters, the Gm, the Kreis, 
Ortsgruppen, the Zellen, and the Block Leiters, the Nazi Government could 
have gained power nor gumiepts# continued in power, could it? 

A. With political measures only, the upper levels going up from the 
Ortsgruppenleiter were concerned. The lower ones had nothing to do with 
political measures. 

Q. Without the Zellen and Blockleiters, the Ortsgruppenleiters could never 
had carried out their tasks, could they? 

A. Block and Zellenleiters were never entrusted with political tasks. 

Qe Just answer my question asiik. Without the Block and Zellenleiters, 
the Ortsgruppenleiter could never have carried out tasks — either their 
political tasks or their other takz.tasks? 

A. I answered already that the Block and Zellenleiters were concerned 


only with administrative matters. 


i 
Qe XXHXMSXHEXXX I'm not asking you = I 11 give you one more opportunity 


to answer this question. Your evidence is all being taken down on the short- 
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hand notes and the Tribunal will read it and see what your evidence is, and if 
you don't answer your question EP oa RN see that you Haven't answered my 
question. 

MR. TAYLOR: Would you remind the witness that we could expedite the 

hearing if he would pay close attention to prosecutions! questions and answer 
them briefly and not try to make a speech. Should the witness not know the 


answer to the question, he may then say so. 


Q- Now, I'11 ask youmy question once more and then we'll leave the matter. 


Would you agree with me that without the Zellenleiters and Blockleiters the 


Ortsgruppenleiters could never have carried on the tasks that they had to 
perforn? 

A. Yes, that is correct. 

Q. I just want to ask you your upinion upon one matter. Do you think that 
allthose Zellenleiters and Blockleiters who disapproved of the various measures 
being carried out by the Nazi Government are blame&’ess if they took active 
part in the administration of their Government? If they were performing a 
part without which the remainder of the organization couldn't have functioned? 

A. I can't imagine any task by the fulfillment of which the Block and 
Zellenleiter would have persuaded any guilt. 

LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: That is all. 
ORLOV, (Russian prosecutor) 
You were a member of the Nazi party? 
Yes. 
You considered the Party program correct? 
The major part. š 
Of which parts of the Party program did you not approve? 


With the treatment of the race problem and part of the economic policy. 
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Q- And the question of Wars? 

A. As far as I can judge there was not a question of Wars in the Nazi Party. 

Q. You realized, didn't you, that it was Hitler”s intention to break all 
treaties which he considere unjust? For instance, the Treaty of Versailles? 

A. From the very beginning, Hitler stated that he fought the Versailles 
Treaty, but he didn't tell us that he intended to break it in conflict with 
other nations. We believed that he thoucht of a gradual revision of the Versailles 
Treaty. 

Q. Did you approve of the persecution of the Jews? 

A. No. 

Q. What actually remains of Hitler's program, if you eliminate his race 
problem, persecution of Jews, and the attitude towards the Jews, etc. what 
actually remains? 

A. In 1983, when six million were unemployed in thirty-two political parties - 
the major part of the population was hungry. None of the political parties was 
in a position to eliminate that distress, and the Nazi Party declared all for 
one - we are all one community and all of us had to aid and assist everybody. 
"I'm bringingyou work and bread". And other demands were considered irrelevant ~ 
all that we wanted is work. 

Q.e All other Parties had promised the same. All of them were for 
nationality, community, and all against distress and unemployment? 

A. Yes, but the other Parties did not have any ideas and plan smtxt how 


to give work and bread to the people. It was a mere question of existence =- 


| 
— the reason why so many labors joined the party. 


Q Did you think that you could be a member of the Party and do just what 
you wanted? and that you could realize only those parts of the Party program 


which you liked and desired? 


A. Initially, we didn't consider the party program as a major matter. Germany 


Y 
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was at the break of grief. One didn't bother about points of a Party program, 
but was rather concerned how would father and son remain working and remain 
in their positions. 

Q- You did admit that Hitler would not have succeedéd in doing anything 
without a Party? 

A. It was not only through the party members that Hitler gained power, 
but through the voters who in accordance with the law elected himto office. 

Q. You didn't answer my question. My question was =~ do EAEE 
that Hitler could not have done anything without the Nazi Party? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Therefore, do you admit or don't you that you are responsible for all 
the crimes which Hitler committed? 

A. Just as much as a soldier is responsible for the crimps which his 
general commits. 

COL. ORLOV: No further questions. 
BY DR. NATH: 

Q. Witness, you state that Block aid Zellenleiters did not receive any 
political instructions from the Ortsgruppenleiter, is that so? 


A. Yes. 


Q. You further state that it was the Ortsgruppenleiter and the Kreisleiter 


end the Gaulieter who had to fulfill the political tasks? 
A. Yes. 
Q- Were the Ortsgruppenleiter able to fulfill their political tasks? 
A. I don't know what the tasks of the Ortsgruppenleiter were. 
Q. You know, don't you, that the Ortsgruppenleiter had a political staff? 
A. Yes. 
Q. List a few offices of the Staff of Ortsgruppenleiter? 


A. Treasurer, man in charge of organization, propaganda leader, training leader 
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men in charge of press relations and man in charge of cultural activities. 


Q- Isn't it true that the names of those office already indicete the nature 


of the task which the Ortsgruppenleiter had to fulfill? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Was the function of the Zellenleiter and Blockleiter to assist the Orts- 
gruppenleiter in the fulfillment of these tasks? For instance, was it the 
task of the Blockleiter and Zellenleiter to cooperate with the man in charge 
of propaganda or the man in charge of training? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In what manner? 

A. By carrying out the instructions of the treasurer. 

Q- I didn't talk about the treasurer - I talked about the man in charge 
of training and propaganda? 

A. I never had anything to do with the men in charge of training. The 
man in charge of propaganda just passed on to us material for propaganda 
for distribution to the families in our districts. 

Q- Would it be fair to say that the Block and Zellenleiters were the 
messenger or errand boys of the Ortsgruppenleiter or would those Block and 
Zellenleiters have independent tasks of their own? 

A. At no time did the Block and Zellenleiters fulfill any independent 
tasks of their own. 

Q- You were asked whefher the higher levels of the party had been unable 
to work without theBlock and Zellenleiter? 

A. That is so. 

Q- The persecution of the Jews, the establishment of the concentration 
camps, the foreign laborers, the suppression of the chur@hes - - all these are 


matters of which you stated the Block and Zellenleiters had nothing to do with. 


Then how was it possible that all things could take place and did take place 
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if, as you stated before, nothing could have been done without the Block and 
Zellenleiters? 
measures 
A. Party and State were one, but the /mujuritz of the State were not carried 
out exclusttely by the Party. I don't know who in the individual case would 
carry out those measures. At any rate the Block and Zellenleiters had nothing 
to do with it.. Actually xsherexwexgx they were not Hoheitstragers and there- 
fore, they were in no pẹxzłt position to fulfill political tasks. 
Q. I would like to mis aid your memory a little - the day of Potsdam = 
that was a political day, wasn't xk it? 
A. Yes. 
Q- What was the meaning of the happening of the day of Potsdam? 
A. The German parliment assembled in the church at Potsdam to receive aé- 
dresses of the president and the chancellor of the Reich. 
How many concentration camps did you actually know of? 
We knew of Dachau. 
How many others? 
We didndt know of any other names. 
DR. NATH: That is all. 
MR. TAYLOR: Any further cross examination of this witness? 
Nene (0L C ovmak tebe AE? no) 
DR. NATH: I was given today a document D-901A and I have only a 
brief chance to glance it over. This document which is a document of the pro- 


secution is pointed out by my colleagues and does not carry any signature. It 


Cer 
is a general practice in the Code that documents at first are to be submitted 


in the original, so that the defense has a chance to convince itself of the 


genuine nature of the document. I would appreciate it if the prosecution could 


make available tos this document in its original, so that we can express 


opposition in regard to it, and I would like to request that up to that moment 
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that the document should not be used in evidence nor should it be made a part 
of the proceedings. 

MR. TAYLOR: Dr. Nath, if you will recall the eo aati stated 
yesterday that the original document was in Marylend;~ hang MA copy he pre= 
sented to you and offered tm in evidence had been certified to by some official 
in England as a true and correct copy of the original, and I assumed at that 
time afterexplanafion to you, and Col. Jones explained it - that you were 
thoroughly familiar with the situation - that it was a certified true copy and 
not the original. 

DR. NATH: Would it be possible atleast that we would be given the 
certificate and that we postpone decision on the matter until we received the 
certification about which you are talking. 

MR. TAYLOR? Yes, you are entitled to a true copy of the exhibit and 
a copy of the certification also. Prosecution has stated that they will fur- 
nish you a true copy of the document and certificate in question. 

The witness is excused. The Commission will recess for ten minutes. 

1530 hours. 
The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony of 


HANS SCHNEIDER, taken on 18 and 19 June 1946. 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A 
COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE INTERN... TIONAL 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 
& OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 13 
MaRCH 1946, 


19 June 1946 


COMMISSIONER: 


Mr. Gcorge R, Taylor 


CORPS OF POLITICAL LEADERS 
(The Connission reconvened at 1100 hours) 

HANS SCHNEIDER, a witness, took the stand and testificd 
as follows: 

MR. TAYLOR: Will you stato your nanc? 

THE WITNESS: My nane is Hans Schneider, 

MR. TAYLOR: Will the witness raise his right hand and 
repeat the following oath: I Swear by God, the alnighty and 
“Ormisciont, that I will speak the pure truth and will withhold ana 
add nothing. 

(Tho witnoss repeated tho oath) 
MR. TAYLOR: The witness will be scatcd. Dr. Nath pro- 
cced with the witness, please, 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
NATH (Defense Counsel) 


2 Witness, you are by profession an Oberstudienrat ana you 


were such for twonty-five years? You are 53 yoars old, is that 


correct? 
Yes, that is correct. 
When did you enter tho Party and what were your motives? 
A I joined tho Party on the first of May 1933 during my 
Student years during which I carned my living. I was on the sido 
of the a cmocracy,. 
MR. MONNERAY: Would it be possible for defcnse counsel 
to indicate the motive of this witnoss, Why ho is being hoard. 
MR. TAYLOR: The counsel has handca to the Comission a statoe 
1395 
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ment that the witness was a Zellonleiteor fron March 1936 to May 
1942 in the vicinity of Augsburg. The witness will nake statcnents 
about placing and tasks of the Zellenlciter and relate his point 

of view about prosccution charges regarding conspiracy (Party 
progran) and crinces against the peace, rules of warfare and against 
hunanity. 

BY DR. NATHs 

Q Will you please continue? 

À The policy of the governnents from 1920 to 1933 caused 
ne to cone close to the Deutsch-Nationale Partoi., I/was not activo 
in Party politics at that tine; however, I was the vice chairnan 
of the municipal employces sector at Augsburg, In particular fî 
represented the interests of the higher civil sorvice Cnployces 
of the city of Augsburg. After the ascension of power of the 
Party, I folt it my duty to assist ny co-workers in the Third 
Reich. I was conscious of the soncowhat less than friendly atti- 
tude of the Party toward the civil service cnployces. Since the 
Deutsch-Nationale with the National Socialist Party formed the 
Governicnt, I joincd the Party though I had scruples in regard to 
certain progranatic points of the National Socialist party. 

Q When and where were you a Zellenlcitor? 

aA I was Zcllcnlciter from March 1936 to May 1942 at Stadt 
Bergen near Augsburg, 

Q Would you say that duc to your experionce you were quali- 
ficà to give inforrnation ona larger circle of Political Leiters = 
in particular, the Blockleiters and Zellenicitors? 

A I was acquainted with the Political Loitor of our 


Ortsgruppen, and I was also acquaintod with a large nunber of 


Political Leaiters in Augsburg and sinilar noighboring municipali- 


tics. 

Q Wiil you please describe to us how it happened that you 
accepted the office of a Zcllenloitor? 

a I moved in Stadt Bergen in Decenber 1935, In February 
1936, I participated in the first necting of the Ortsgruppen. At 


this mecting tho Ortsgruppen announced that I had beon appointed 
1396 
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ment that the witness was a Zellonleiter from March 1936 to May 
1942 in the vicinity of sugsburg. The witness will make statenents 
about placing and tasks of the Zellenloiter and relate his point 

of view about prosccution charges regarding conspiracy (Party 
progran) and crimes against the peace, rules of warfare and against 
humanity. 

BY DR. NATH: 

Q Will you please continue? 

A The policy of the governnents from 1920 to 1933 caused 
me to come close to the Deutsch=-Nationale Partei, I was not activo 
in Party politics at that timc; however, I was the vice chairnan 
of the municipal employces sector at Augsburg. In particular fî 
represented the interests of the idaho civil sorvice cmployces 
of the city of Augsburg. After the asccnsion of power of the 
Party, I folt it ny duty to assist ny co-workers in the Third 
Reich. I was conscious of the somewhat less than fricndly atti- 
tude of the Party toward the civil service enployces. Since the 
Deutsch-Nationale with the National Socialist Party forned the 
Governicnt, I joincd the Party though I had scruples in regard to 
certain progranatic points of the National Socialist Party. 

Q When and where were you a Zellenleiter? 

a I was Zcllcnlciter from March 1936 to May 1942 at Stadt 
Bergen near Augsburs. 

Q Would you say that due to your expericnce you were quali- 
ficà to give information on a larger circle of Political Leitcrs =- 
in particular, the Blocklciters and Zellenlciters? 
| A I was acquainted with the Political Loitor of our 


Ortsgruppen, and I was also acquainted with a largo nunbor of 


Politic® Leiters in Augsburg and sinilar ncighboring nunieipali— 


tics. 

Q Will you please describe to us how it happened that you 
accepted the office of a Gellenlciter? 

a I noved in Stadt Bergen in December 1935. In February 
1936, I participated in the first necting of the Ortsgruppoen. At 


this mooting tho Ortsgruppen announced that I had been appointed 
1396 





19 Tuno-mRi-3  yinklor UM) NM 
H0964 


— 0037 


by hin as the Zellcnleiter of Zollo #2. He had neither asked me 


if I wished to accept the position, nor did he notify nme of the 
appointacnt.previously. I was rather astonished at hearing ny 
name mentioned at the meeting; however, aS a party member I did 
not think I could refuse the appointment. I inmcediately inquired 
from hin what ny duties were to be. He answercd that basically 
that I would have to be concerned only with money collections. 
That is why he referred me to the Kassenle iter, 

Q Have you received an identification card as Political 
Lei ter? 

4 I have reccived such identification from the Kreisleiter 
at Bugsburge 

Q Have you been sworn in? 

A The Kreisleiter has not sworn me in, 

Q Were there orders for Party renbers to accept Party 
offices or could you refuse? 

A Every Party member was obliged to collaborate if required 
to do so, and if he wes in a situation permitting him to fulfill 
the tasks he was asked to do so. 

Q Were there any directives or regulations fron the part 
of the Chicfs of your sections; for instance, to accept such Party 
offices? 

A The superior offices have repeatedly and very urgently 


asked Party members to collaborate, 
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Qe Was a civil servant permitted to resien from a Party office, because 
he disagreed with the political use of the Party, and did that have any 
consequence for the person concerned ? 

Ae Every eivil servant had to consider very thoughtfully what his read 
micht be if he wished to resign from the Party office for political reasons, 
for he was conscious of the fact that a resizsnation would have considerable 
consequence for his career as a civil servant. During war time it would 
have been utterly impossible for any civil servant employee to resizn from 

his Party office si ce this would have been eonsidered sabotage against the 
State, His cath as a civil servant ani accoiding to the German civil service 
law, the civil servant had taken an cath to the Fuehrer, and Party an: State 
had been declared to be as onee 

Qe Will you please tell what the duties of a Zellenleiter consisted of ? 

Ae the Zellenleiter acted as an intermediary be tween the Blockleiter and 
Ortszruppenleiter and the members of the staff of Ortsgruppenleiter, The 
largest office duties consisted of helping and takinz care of money trans- 
actionss He had to pick up the membership stamps from the Kassenleiter 
(treasurer) s and transfer them to the Bloekleiter. The Blocklciter turned 
over to him the cash which he had collected, anc the Zellenleiter then in 
his turn, transferred the cash to the Kassenleiter - the same way he had 
to take care of the relief work, chances, motion picture benefit tickets, 


tickets for all sorts of entertainments or meetinzs, He turned over to the 


Plockleiter anc transmitted the cash. The Propaganda Leiter gave him pam= 


phlets, training letters, propaganda material and those he also had to turn 
over to the Blockleiter, Furthermore, it cama within his scope to inform 
the Slockleiter if a conference was called for them by the Ortsgurppenleiter 
or members of the Ortsgruppenleiter Staff, or if they had to appear for 
lectures or any @ther reason, Occasionally, he had to discuss the applica- 
tion of orders eminatinz from the Ortscruppenleiter, For instance, the prac- 
tical execution of a collection for soldiers, 

Qe I wish to put some questions to you regarding the organization. Witness, 
was it that in case of necessity, Blockhelfer were put at the disposal of 
the Bloskleiter, Would it be possible to speak here of a Staff of the Block- 


leiters or of sections or divisions of the Blockleiters which were suborcinae 


on NN 


te to him ? 
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Ae the Blockleiter had no right to give out directives independently of 
any sort, anc thus he could not have hac any staff or any sort of office. 
Blockt:elfers were permitted only in case of necessity, Our Ortsrruppen- 

did not have ary since the number of Party members was toc small. Only in 
connection with the Ortszruppenleiter could cne speak of a Staff. 

Qe “ould you as Zellenleiter, as any Blockleiter, be in power to sive 
instructions to the Blockhelfer or were they subordinate to you in regard to 
discipline ? 

le “he Blockhelfer hac the same cuties as the Blockleiter hac = only that 
they executed them in part for the Blockleiter. “hus one coulc not sive 
indepencent instructions to the Blockhelfer, No Blockleiter had any disci- 
plinary authority in resard to his co-workerse 

Q The prosecution has exempted members of ths Staff of Ortszruppenleiter 
from the charzese ‘ere the Flock and Zellenleiters the superiors of the 
Political Leiters on the Staff of the Ortscruppenleiter ? 

Ae It was vice versae The members of the Staff of the Ortsgruppenleiter 
save Cirectives to the Blockleiters ani they were obliged to execute them. 

Qe Have the cuties of the Blockleiters an. Zellenleiters changed during 
the course of years, anc could one differentiate between pre-war times up 
to and including 1939 ang the war years up to 1945 ? 

Ae Durin: the course ci years the tasks of the Block anc Zellenleiters 
have experienced a changee Some cf the tasks wiich hac been executed Curing 
peace time were eliminated Curing the war years. ‘he war caused new duties 
to be siven to the Block anc Zellenleiters, I refer in particular to air 
raid protection anc care and relief for the populatione Here they acted as 

mutstanding care anc. relief organization for the residents of the Block, 

Q- Were there regular conferences of Blockleiters and Zellenleiters and 
the Orts-ruppenleiter ? Who was present - what were the thinzs being cis- 
cusseļ ? 

Ae actually there were regular conference prescribed, but many times these 
fezular conferences cid not take place ee Our Ortsgruppen had conferences 


only as requirece 
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Present at these meetings were the Ortseruppenleiters and those staff members 
and merbers of other organizations which were acquainted with the matter 
which were being discussed. 

Qe vere there any connections between the Block anc Zelleniciters to the 
Kreisleiters or superior offices ? 


Ag Block and Zellenleiters were subordinate to the Ortssruppenleiter in 


every respecte the organizational structure of the Party and regulations 


of the Party made it impossible that the Block anc Zellenleiter had any con= 
necticn with the Gavleiter or the Kreisleiter, 

Qe will it be correct to say = as the prosecution has characterized the 
Blockleiter as littler Caesars who were terrorizin> the people ? 

4. I have previously described the duties of the Slockleiter. Their 
relationship to the pop: lation frequently was a very minor one. That is par- 
ticularly true referrin: to peace times. It was their task to care for the 
population anc I can state that by far the larcest part of the Blockleiter 
saw their cuties as carryin: anc providing relief for the population. 

Many Blockleiters have alreacy unwillingly accepted their dutics, they had 
to give up some of their free hours. Even the Party members dic not hola 
them in high esteem. They were gald when they got rid of their duties. 

Qe I shall return to that point later. You are abvi ously loste 

MR. TAYLOR: We will have a 10 minute recess, 


recessed at 1130 hours. 
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IM. TAYLOR: Proceed with tho oxaninction of the witness. 

t any authorization by tho polico, and without 

any ccurt proceduro, they were in position to deprive puople of 
their gocds cond liberty and even their lives. Were tko bleck end 
zollen lcitcrs cuthorized in such z nenner? 

iis previously st..ted oy mo, the work of the block and 
zcllon leitcors consistcd only in putting into practice thosc diroc- 
tives and crdcrs which woro sivon to therm and which pertained to 
the adriinistration of the crtsgruppo. Because of thet, no such 
rickts wero given to tko -lock and zollon léitcrs by anyone, nor 
did it over cccur tc thom to undortcke such precodure. 


Ddi you havo the cuthority as a block and zollon léetitor 


thom tc sipol citizons to 


L ean only ropect thet ti zollon leiters only accepted 


orders Pori ond oxecuted ord s of tho -tssruppenlcitor ond his 


steff,. They had independent author tions 
whatsoevor,. It wes completely inpc covor 


+ - }- 1 3 Apa A 
to tko Ieitors oi 


have any connoctions 


organizations, cas Brat 16 SD or the 


st 
> 


existence of the SD, 


Were yeu acquaintod 


of us was acquainted w 


thet nobody pa ony c tio > thet book, 


tint the directives o a DC nad beon fulfilled 


IELU 


101 cf the Organizations Book 
Zuty of the block md zellen loitor to report cnyon Cisscnine ting 


harmful runors to the ortagruppo competont authority 
È 32 v 
acy be notified by then." Did the blockloiter rocoivo any infor- 


stion from oi thor tho zellonloitor of tho ortsgrupponlciter roegard-+ 


uty to inform on thoir co-rcesidents? A AAT 
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È Nover has tho ortsgrupponloitor transnitted such diroctivos 
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to ‘the zollonlcitcr, who, in turn, of course could not transmit such 
“iroctives to tho blecklcitor, 
Q De ycu knew of ony caso whoro a * c or zollonleitor 


v 


tried to got infomation rogardins the political views cf c rosicont, 
and then rgported such, so that the ccnsequonces for this rosidont 
wore thcso of court punishrivnt or thet the resident 
other cissdvontages omcanating from such an a 

i. In my cntiro activity, over since 
never chine across such ^ cases 

Is it correct that block and zollen leiters kd to write 

& ropert cf tho moralo ct reguler intorvi.ls? Whe of mecraloe 
reports wore thoeso? 


is ity lmowlodge that such morale reports were requirod, 


.& extent, howover, this requircnent was not fulfillec, 


During the five years thet I wes cctive, 

the crtssrupponloiter asked only twice for 

the mercalo of the population. He noodod refcrences upon which the 

propaganda leiter could bz its: raport, which had to de 

to tho kroisloiter, 11 block znd zellon lcitcrs 

refused to rako any reports of the morale of 

told him oxprossly that I was put t) nore ly 

mony affoirs ond the cthor dutics which I hb 

The srtsgrupponloiter stated that he moere y wantod te ha a2 rop t 
1¢ reaction cf the population to scvermicnt mocsures, and to 


rad 


out what the desires and wishes ənd conplaints of tho population 


Q I now wish to discuss th tenis n of tho morning of 
the word, "hchcitstrcegor", as refe 6 to block and zolloen 
leitors, Did the hchoitstraoerers oxorcise soveroifsn rirhts 
("hohoitsrochto”) over the residonts of thoir oC tivo districts? 

Tho title, "hokoitstroogor", wos ucroly 2 title without 
any mooning whatsocver, It ws nover ado clear tc us just what 


rights wore ours on tho basis of this titlo, Just c sofore, we 


1,02 





19 Juno LJIG Noll 2-3 


also hac to fulfill tho stu cutios. ft frequontly pondered upon 
it, but L wis never able to figure cut just whet now privileges 
were conferred upon mo by this title. Finally I cane to the con- 
clusion that it was a mere phraso,. 

Woro you acquaintod with the publication, "Dor Hchoit- 
strcogor"? vid the Partoilcitung supply this magazi > the block 
ond z ollon loitors? 

I aid not lmow unti charges wore brought cgainst politi- 
eal leitors thet such a ; ation oxistoc, and wo cortcinly 
nover received it. 

3 Witness, do you kmow whother tho biock znd zollon 


A 


loiters with whorı ycu woro acquainted woro of tho Christion 
rolision? 

é.11 
to the Christion Church, 

9 dà any Party authcrity covor direct 

zollen ) ; bo rosicn fron t Church? 

hey nover recoivoc such < cirective. The ortsgruppon- 
leiter and 1G gauleoitcor both wore mombers of the Christian religion, 
They thorisclvos, on their own initiative, avoided any counteor- 
church influonce,. 

pelitical loitors aro also 

takon part in € conspiraecy. They are said to have participated 


in the oxcecution of this 


NI 
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common plan and committed crimes against peace, against the customs of war, 
against humanity. The Prosecution sees within the Party Program the main 
points of the Nazi plan. I shall submit briefly a few of these points. "We 
demand that all Germans unite on the basis of the right of self-determination 
of all people within a greater Germany." Did the block and zellen leiters 
with whom you were acquainted consider this point as referring to the con- 
quest of foreign territories? 

A The uniting of people of like language, kind, and background has 
been recognized in one of Wilson's "Fourteen Points." And the popular 
elections which took place in connection with the peace treaty brought about 
in a peaceful way the connection of several areas with their respective 
desired states. And thus it might have been possible that some day those 
territories inhabited by Germany might have been put back into greater 
Germany in a peaceful way. 

Q "Ve demand land and ground (colonies) for the food situation of 
our people and the settlement of our peoples" Was this part of the Program 
considered a plan of conquest of foreign territories? What did the block 
and zellen leiters consider tho means by which this program should be 
achieved? 

A German colonies had been acquired legally. It was the general 
desire that these should be returned to Germany since, partially at least, 
they were suitable to supply raw materials to Germany and to take a part 
of the overenumerous populatione No one over thought of occupying foreign 
territories, particularly if you consider the basic principle of that which 
say "Germany consists of that part which is inhabited by Germans." 

Q Will you tell your views if I submit to you briefly a document which 


shows that, in July 1941, Hitler intended to incorporate the C imea, Galicia, 


the Baltio States, and other territory into Germany? “ill you please tell 


us your attitude from the point of view of a block and zellen leiter. 
(Document + 221, USA 317) 

A We never were acquainted with this plan. I consider it fantastic, 
completely impractical; I consider it against all the principles of the 
Party Program; I consider it as a crime against the people mo would have had 
to suffer because of it, 


LO) 





iN 


Q Point “our of the Party Program reads, as Inquote: "A citizen can 
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only be somcone who is a volksgenosse; a volksgenosse can be only one who is 
of German blood, regardless of his denomination. Hence, no Jew can be a 
volksgonossee" This constitutes a lower position for the citizen of Jewish 
bolicf. In practice, this part of the Program has produced the worst persecut 
ion of the Jews. ‘hat was tho understanding of the political leiters, of 
which you are ones-which is to say the block and zellen leiters? 

A I may say that this was one of the principal points which made my 
attitude so somewhat à gainst the NSDAP. There were quite a few well-reputed, 
highly-esteemed Jewish families in Augsburge I, as well as my wife, had 
social contacts with them. It was o ur belisf that the Party would treat the 
Jews in a decent manner. No block and zellen leiter approved of the treat- 
ment of the Jews on the basis of the Nuernberg Laws. Party members made 
purchases in Jewish shops until the last, for they knew that they would be 
served honestly and well. In Augsburg, in particular, there was no hatred or 
unequal attitude toward tho Jews, Also, the synagogue and the subsidiary 
buildings are completely in ordere 

Q ‘11 you describe to the court the kind of people these block and 
zellen leiters were, and from what professions and positions they came. 

A As I stated before, tho duties of the block and zellen leiters 
were of a very inferior nature, indeede Generally, therefore, these offices 
were held by men from the simple classese=peasants, locksmiths, masons, night 
watchmen, tanners, casual laborers. “11 these people were honest, decent, and 
deserving of confidenceeepoople who could be sent to any Party member or any 
resident of the block. The greatest part of them were possessedmerely of 
a primary education and of a primary political knowledge e 

Q We now come to another question. "as it possible for the block 
and zollen leiter to influence the laws of the third Reich either by a 


right to influence them or by the mere no ssibility of having an effect on them? 


A The block and zellen leitors were not the representatives of the will 


of the peoplee Their tasks wero only of an administrative nature. Nobody ever 
asked them for thoir political opinions. Consequently, they wero completely 
without ony influence on any lawse 


Q The Prosecution charges that another example of the participation 
1405 
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in the persecution of tho Churche A clarification is necded as to just what 
part the block and zellen leitors played in the persecution of the Church and 
what they knew of it. Woro the block amd zellen leiters informed regarding 
the attitude of the Party leadership toward the Church and Christendom in. 
general, either by the ortsgruppenleiter or by any other authorityeeas, for 
instance, by propaganda speakers or by means of training courses? 

A Party lectures I attended newer touched upon the subject of the 
ettitude of the Party toward ithe Churche We were never instructed regarding 
measures against the Church. 

Q From which authorities emanated directives which caused the 
removal of crucifixes from the Church amd the elimination of morning and 
evening prayers? Iam referring to n document submitted by the Prosecutions 


PS 070, USA 371. 


NO 
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A I aa unable to throw any light on tho question of from whence those 
orders omsnated, since block and zollon leiters novor were informed in this 
diroc 

The Nazis arrested a considorablo numbor of clorgymone Thoy were 
taken to concontration campse Proporty was confiscated. Did the Party 
leadership inform block and zollon leitors of the ronsons for tho arrost of 
clorgynon and tho confiscation of monnstories and othor Church property? 

A I wish to ropeat that block and zollon leiters novor woro infornod 
why certain steps were taken against certain perts of tho population, 

Q In tho ensuing yoars, persecution of tho Jows decane moro frequent. 
wore block and zellon leiters over, in any way, connected with such moasures 
as the wearing of tho Jowish star, the oxpropriation of personel property, 

qd so forth? 

å ce never recoived any orders in this conncction, and I also belicve 

heat nowhore olse did block and zcllon leitors recoive such ordors. 

Q As a further oxample of the part political leiters playod in the 


* 


conspiracy, the Prosccution cnumcrates the destruction of tho free trade 


P s ` : 
unionse Tho *rosccution here refers to tho pert played by “outstanding 


leaders of tho Corps of Political Leaders." Voro the block and zellen 
leiters informed as to just who destroyed the f roe trado unions, or did they 
in my way participate? 

A The descruction of tho free trade unions tock place in 1933, At thot 
timo I was not a y tical loiter, That is why I am not ir 
state anything definite abous thise 

Q Vere the political leiters, which is to say the black and zellon 
ilcitors, acquainted with tho Hinsatzstab Rosonberg? 

A Block and zellon leitors wore not acquainted with it and had nothing 

to do with it at alle 

Q On the night of the 9thelOth November, 1936, Jowish ppgroms took 
place and the Synagogues wore burned, Jowish homes wore destroyed, and many 
Jewish citizens wero arrested ond throw into coneentration comps» ‘ore tho 

cal lditers informed of such an action previous to the action, and wero 


they asked to participate in my mmnoer? 
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A Wo information was givon to block and zellon leiters, and they did 
any way participato in this actione 
I now come to tho point of tho Prosecution roferring to the customs 

of war and the breach of the rules of wor, The following is the ossential 
point of the discùssions "Tho Corrs of Political Leaders is charged with 
having taken active part in,or boing responsible for, the murdor, harr, or 
bad treatment of Allicd fliers who had to make omorgeney landings in Gorman 
territorios or in territories controlled by Germny, German civilians are 
said to have mistroated or mu@dored many pilots instead of troating thom as 
prisoners of war, with the absolute agroecment, yes, even with the initiativo, 
of cortain members of the Corps of Political Leaderse" Four documents have 
been introducod by tho Prosecution reforring to this casce In ordor to save 
timo, I shall submit to you only two ducuments. Tho "Volkischor Becbachter" , 
29 Ilay 1944, published on article by Goebbelse Document 1676 PS of the 
Prosecutions WSA 334, I wish to quote ane xcorpt: “Only with arms could 
the life of enemy pilots who were shot down be protected; otherwise, they 
would heve bedn killed by the population which had had horrible exporicnces, 
‘ho is in the right? Jiurderers who expect their victims to treat thon 
humanely after their cowardly misdoeds, or the victims who want to defond 
themselves ontho basis of 'an eyo for an oyo and a tooth for a tooth?!" 
Goebbels himself answers, and I quote, "It scoms hardly feasible that German 
police and soldiocrs should be committed against the German population when it 
treats the murderers of childron in the way in which they deserve to bo treated 
Doesn't that article contain at loast an indirect order, or at least a 
publication of a tolerance, that flicrs who have come dom in an omergency 
should be attacked by German civilians and hurt, or ovon killed? 

A In any caso, this article of Goebbels? asks the population of Germany 
to take actions of violence on enomy fliorse In my opinion, Goebvols wanted 
to stomp tho people as war criminals, 

Q Does this article contain a demand specifically directed to the block 
anc. Zollen leiters? Did the block and zcllon leiters consider this articl 


Cc 


as such? 


A I must answor this question in tho no gative. Ho is talking to the 


total population, and the block and zellon loi tors could not because of this 


assumo from the article that it was directed to thom specifically. They only 
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had to act by orders of tho ortscrupponloitor.s 
Q A furthor document submitted by the Prosecution is a circular 
emanating from Roichslcitor Bormann, dated 30 May 1944, It is PS 657, USA 
$29, "Any police and court processes against volksg¢enossen who wore involved 
have not takon placce" This circular refors to an incident by which cnony 
fliors who mado onergoney landings wore lynched by the populcatione Tho 
distribution list of the document shows that kroisleiters and gauleiters should 
bo notifiode Ortsgruppenlcitors wore supposed to bo informed only orally 
by the kreisleitere,. 11 you please describe to tho court ony incidents 
portainin; to cmorgency landings by oncny flicrs. Just what was their 
troatmont, and what was the attitude of tno block and zollon lcitors to these 
cvonts? 
A I shall first answor tho last questione Block and zcllon loitors, 
as far as I was informed, woro not cognisant of the circular by Bornanne 
Sovoral onemy planes made omorgoncy landings in the vicinity of Augsburge 
Poasants oxtondod hospitality to tho injured fliers and to ok care of thom at 
first, and thon tho military transforrod thom to the hospitale The population 
was interested, particularly because among them was a nephow of lre Churchill, 
The city holding the Le ssorschnidtworke of course was especially interested 
by themsolves, thoy did not wish ony harm to come to these 
I may include in thot statonont also block and zellon loeitors, 
lay I add, for tho record, that the Mossorschmidtworlo was 


a large plane factorye 


(The Comission was recossec util 1400 hours), 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A 
COMIISSION APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAFH L 
OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNALDATED 13 MARCH 1946, 
19 June 1946 
COLMISS IONERs 
lre George Re Taylor 
CORPS OF POLITICAL LE..DERS 
(The Cormtiss? <n convened at 1400 hours) 
HANS SCHNEIDER, a witness,tcok the stand and testified as follows: 
IMR. TAYLOR: We will proceed with further exartination of the witness 
by Dre Nathe The witness is to be reminded that he is still under oathe 
THE WITNESS: Yese 
DIRECT EXAIILNATION RESUMED 
BY DR. NATH: 
Q The prosecution has also charged the treatment of prisoners of war 
and of foreign labore Had the Zellienleiter and Blockleiter anything to do with 
he prisoners of war and forcign laborers -~their treatment and their 
feeding? 
A During the war I was both in the country and citye Nowhere and 
at no time did I learn that the Political Leiters had anything to do with 
these two thingse 


Q Did the Zellenleiter and ~lockleiter know anything about the So- 


called mercy killings -- reference is made to Hitler's order of the end of 


1939, in accordance to which certain incurably ill should be killed under 
certain conditionse 

A. From the Party leadership, the Block and Zellenleiters did not 
learn anything about thate 

DRe NATH: No further questionSe 

MR. TAYLOR: Any cross examination? 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY LT. COLe GRIFFITH JONES: 

Q You told us that on your appointment as Bjockleiter, you werc 
issued with some kind of identity card? 


A YeSe 
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Q Or rather when you were appointed to be Zellenleiter? 
A Yes. 
Q Was that a special card which was issued to Zellenleiters or was 
it a card which all Party memecrs possessed? 
Special for the Zellenlciter only» 
Did Orts¢ruppenleiters and Kreisleiters have similar cards? 
Itm convinced they hade 
An? Blockleitors? 


I didn't sce anye 


What did it say on your Z,llenleiter identification card? 


The text ws as follows* Hans Schneider is Zellenleiter at Stadt 
Bergen in the kKreisleiter of Augsburg =- signed by so and so, Kreisleiter. 

Q You have told us that Zellenlciters and Blockleiters were never 
regarded as Hoheitstrager? 

A That is correct. 

Q You know that the Organization Book described Hoheitstfacer as 
consisting of Gauleiter, Kreisleiter, Ortsgruppenleiter and both Zellenleiter 
and Blockleiter? 

À That is soe 

Q Can you explain why Zelloniciter and Blockleiter should be so 
described, if, in fact, they are not Heohcitstrager? 

A We were told that that was merely a title to give recornition 
to the merits which the Block and Zellenleiters had in the paste 

Q What do you mean by the merits of the Block and Zellenleiters? 

A That they fulfilled the trche imposed upon them by the party in 
an honest mannere 

Q So that was the reason, was it, why they were continually described 
year by year in the Organization Book as being members of the Hohecitstrager? 

A Yes, they had been appointed Hoheitsragers and part of them had the . 
external marks of Hoheitstrarere 

Q And if I understand you correctly, Zellenleiter anyway had the 
special identity card which was issued to all other Hohcitstrager? 

A I never saw the identity papers of Optsgruppenleiters, Kreisleiters 


and other lciterse 
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Q We won't argue about ite You told us that you think it alnost 


certain that the others held cardse Now, we will go on to another nattere 
An I correct in thinking that you held office as Zellenleiter up to May of 
1942? 

A Yes, that is correcte 

Q That position did you hold after that? 

A TI moved from Stadt Bergen to Augsburg and therefore didn't hold any 
Political Leiter position after thate 

Q Do you mean by that that you simply moved your residence? 

A Yose 

Q Now, I understand also that when you joined the party in 1933, 
you did so with certain scruples? 

A Yese 


Q That were the reasons for your scruples? 
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A One point I mentioned already = there was a race probleme The position 
of the non-Cermans in the midst of the German people, The other source of my 
scruples wis of an economic nature, Essentially, the Nazi Party was hostile 
towards the civil servants since there was reason to feel that the rights and 
privileges of the civil servants would be curtailed, 

Q Very well. may I take it from that that you oppose the policies of the 
Nazi Party in respect of the Jews ? 

A Yese 

Q And did you contime opposed to that policy throughout the whole time ? 

A Yes. There was up to 1943, a student in my school who was half Jewish, 
and she never had to suffer any disadvantages, 

Q I'm not asking you about the Jews in your schoole It was common 
knowledges was it nowy, to all Zellenleiter and all Dlockleiter throuchout 
Germany that from 1933 onwards, systematic persecution of the Jews was advocated 
and carried out by the Nazi Government ? 

A That point was a Party program = has been hardly touched upon in the 
Speeches of Hitler or in the discussion of suppression, 

Q Ifm not asking you about the Speeches of Hitler, I'm asking you whether 
or not it was common knowledge among everybody in Germany that systematic 
persecution of the Jews was conducted by the Nazi Party from 1933 onwards ? 

A In 1933 one couldn't talk at ail about the persecution of the Jews. 
They kept their positions and business enterprises. The students remained in 
the schools and I couldn't remember at all that any steps were taken against 
theme 

Q I'll have to remind you of some of the steps = you remember the boycott 
of 1933 = the boycott of April 1933 = do you remember that ? 

A It is quite impossible that there was a boycott on April 1, Elections 
were On March 5, and the day of Potsdam was on March 21, and I cantt imagine 
that there was a boycott on April i, 

Q I don't want any more Speech makinge You came here to give evidence 
about various matters, Do you realize that you are, I think, the first witness 


that has been heard before this Commission or before the Tribunal who doesn't 


very well remember the boycott of April 1933 ? WAI (Hi | 


A No, HO964-0053 


Q Let's see if you remember some of the other things, Do you remember 
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some laws which were called the Nurnberg Decrees ? WINN 
H 


A Yesg but they were issued latere 
Q You remember those two years later ? 
A YeSe 
Q Then your memory goes back so far as 1935, but that is the limit. 
MR, TAYLOR : What was the*witness* answer, 
A Yes, I remember the Nurnberg Decreee 
Q Do you refygber the demonstration which took place on the 9 and 10 
of November 1938. 
A Yese 
Q Would you call organized demonstrations of that kind persecution ? 
A YeSe So I woulde 
Q You rememberg do you, the soecalled ayranization of Jewish property ? 
Yes, I doe 
That, in fact, was State stealing = State Larceny of property belong~ 
the Jewish race, was it not ? That*s what it amounted toy wasn't it ? 
Yes, for all practical purposese 
Do you call that persecution ? 
Se 
Q Do you call it persecution to make men wear yellow stars of their 
back wherever they go ? 
A YeSe 
Q And it was common knowledges was it not, that all that was initiated, 
approved, and carried out by the Nazi government ? 
A All things ordered were issued without asking the members at alle 
Q Wetll get on very iin better if yor will answer my question. You see 
I didntt ask whether the members of the Party were asked about those things. 
I asked whether they were all initiated, approved of, and carried out by the 
Nazi Government ? 
A Yese those measures were initiated, approved and carried out by the 
Goverment e 
Q It was common knowledges was it not, that when the Nazi Government cam 
into power they instigated the concentration camps ? Well, perhaps it's going 
back too far again for your memory, Let's take it in 1935 Do you remember 


concentration camps being in existence in 1935 ? 
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A 
Camps. 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
housed 


Q 


of the 


I couldntt tell you in which year we learned of the concentration 


When you did learn of thew, it was common knowledge, wasn*t it ? 
Yese 

Did you approve of them ? 

All we learned was that political hostile forces were arrested and 
in a common place. Above that we did not learn anything, 

You see again that wasntt the question I asked youe Did you approve 


system of concentration camps, Now, we have waited some two and a 


half minutes for your answer, Surely you can answer it yes or no, Perhaps 


two and a half minutes is exaggerated.One and one=half minutes anyway it's 


IIIA 
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AA 


been that longe 64-005 
dig Nc e 

Qe You didn't approve ? 

e No, because it hac not been usual up to then to arrest pclitical enemic 


unless they had committed erims against the State, 


Qe and would you say that the majority of Bluck’anc Zellenleiters dasappro: 


ved of the system of concentration Camps, and of the principle of arrest 


without trial ? 

e We were honest people and as such we could not at all approve of such 
a thine. 

Qe Did you know cf the organization know as the Gestapo ? 

Ae Only by name. 

Qe And, of course I remember you never heard of the SD? 

Åe Once I heard that an acquaintance cf mine was employed by the SDe 

Qe ‘ould it surprise you to know that you are again, I think, one can 
safely say, the first witness that we have heard in this trial, who didn't 
know about the Gestapo and SD. Is that anther fault of your memory, Go you 
think ? | 

4se I cin't mean to say that I cin't know anythin about the Gestapos No- 
bocy informed me abovt the scope cf their activities, 

Qe Without goind into details about it = what you did know about the 
bO,y Cid you approve of it ? 

din Nog 

Qe May I take it that the majority of Zellenleiters anc Blockleiters 
not approve of the Gestapo ? 

‘we Yes, you may assume SO» 

Qe Via you know, durin: the war, that a creat number of foreigners wore 
brought to work for Germans in Germany ? 

‘ue Yese 

Qe They were, in fact, slaves, were they not ? “hat is what it came to, 
was it not ? 

Åe Like slaves they were taken away from their homes, but in their work, as 
far as I could judge, in both the country anc city, they did not make the 


impression of slaves, 
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Qe Dic you approve of the system of takine them away from their homes and 
makin; them work in Germany ? 

die No, some of them told me personally they were taken suddenly from thei: 
homes anc taken in available cars in to Germany. 

Qe Now, you knew also, did you not, that it was the policy of the Nazi 
Governient to suppress the churches - the influence of the Christian churche 

lie Yese 

LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: I con't honestly think we need go any furthe 
unless Dr, Nath wants to zo into details - we will cut this much shorther. 

DR. WiTH} I believe he wanted to make 4 short statemente 

LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: Very well, try to make your answer short as 
possible. 

THE WITNESS: Certain measures were uniform - nonefinancial measure s= 
merely getting rid of church leaders and so on, 
BY COL. GRIFFITH JONES: 

Qe I assure you we know the measures takene I don't want you to tell us. 
My questicn for you ta answer was whether you approved anc you tolg us you 
disapproved of the order that came down from the highest Nazi levels as to 
the treatment of the air men, parachutists, that landed ? 

ie Certainlye 

Qe tou did agree with me, dic you not, that all those matters which we ha 
mentioned = the persecution of the Jews, the system of concentration camps, 
and of arrests without trial, the cr ETE known as the Gestapo, the sy 
tem of foreign slaves, the policy of suppressing the churches, and the orde 
issued about Allied pilots. You would arree that in respect of all those 
things, it was the Nazi party that was responsible ? 

4e Yes, certainlye 

Qe Would you agree with me that it was on the Political Leiters anc their 
organizaticns that the Nazi Government relied for its power and control over 
the STATE ? 


lie ney had to rely on those orbits which had t. carry out the order cf 


the Highest Party leadership. 
17 
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Qe “ithout the cooperation of Political Leiters, the Gau, the Kreis, the 
Ortsgruppen, the Zellen, anc the Block Leiters, the Nazi Governient could 
never have gained power nor continued in power, could it ? 

dug “ith political measures only, the upper levels going up from the 
Ortsgruppenleiter were concerned, The lower cngs had nothing to co with 
political measurese 

Qe Without th. Zellen anc Blockleiters, the Ortseruppenleiters could. neve, 
hac carried out théir tasks, could they ? 

Ae Plock anc Zellenleiters were never entrusted with political tasks. 

Qe Just answer my questione Without the Block an3 Zclleniciters, the 
Ortsgruppcnliciter could never have carried out tasks - cither their politica’ 
tasks cr their other tasks ? 

A. I answered already that the Block an’ Zellcnleiters were concerned 
only with administrative ratterse 

Qe I'm not asking you =- I'1] give you one more cpportunity to answer this 


question, Your evicence is all being taken down on the shorte 


UN 
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Qe “ithout the cooperation of Political Leiters, the Gau, the Kreis, the 
Ortsgruppen, the Zellen, anc the Block Leiters, the Nazi Governicnt could 
never have gained power nor continued in power, could it ? 

ie “ith political measures only, the upper levels going up from the 
Ortsgrup)enleiter were concerned, The lower ones had nothing to co with 
political measures. 

Qe hg thout th. Zellen anc Blockleiters, the Ortszru,penleiters coulc neve, 
hac. carried out théir tasks, could they ? 

Ae Plock anc Zellenleiters were never entrusted with pclitical tasks. 

Qe Just answer my question, Without the Block anc Zcllenleiters, the 
Ortsgruppenleiter could never have carried out tasks - cither their politica 
tasks cr their other tasks ? 

Äe I answered already that the Block an’ Zellenlciters were concerned 
only with acministrative ratterse 

Qe I'm not asking you =- I'll give you one more opportunity to answer this 


question, Your evicence is all being taken down on the shorte 
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hand notes and tho Tribunal will read it and sce what your oviden 
is, and if you dontt answer your question then they will sce that 
you Haven't answered ny question. 

MR. TAYLOR: Would you remind the witness that we could 
expedite the hearings if he woulda pay close attention to prosccu- 
tions qucstions and answer then briefly and not try to make a 
speech, Should the witness not know the answer to the question, 
he may then say so, 

Q Now, I'll ask you my question once nore and then we'll 
lcave the matter. Would you agree with ne that without theo 
ZCllenlciters and Blockleiters the Ortsgruppenlciters could never 
have carried on tho tasks that they had to perforn? 

A Yes, that is correct, 

Q I just want to ask you your Opinion upon one matter. D 
yoa think that all those Zellenlciters and Blocklciters who dis- 
approved of the various neasurcs being carried out by the. Nazi 
Governnent are blancless if they took active part in the adninis- 


tration of their Governnont? If they were perforning a part with- 


out which the renainder of the organization couldn't have func- 


tioned? 

a I can't imagine any task by the fulfillnont of which 
the Block .and Zellecnloiter would havc persuaded any guilt, 

LT. COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: That is all. 

BY COLONEL ORLOV, (Russian prosecutor) 

Q You were a nomber of the Nazi party? 

A Yos. 

Q You cons idorced’ the Party progran correct? 

A The major part. 

Q Of which parts of the Party program did you not approve? 

A With the treatacnt of the race problem and part of the 
econonic policy. 

Q And the question of Wars? 

A as far as I can judge there was not a qucstion of Wars 


in the Nazi Party. 





TENE TE IL 


0964-0061 


Q You realized, didn't you, that it was Hitler's intention 
to break all treaties which he considers unjust? For instancc, 
the Treaty of Versailles? 

A Fron the very beginning, Hitler stated that he fought 
the Versailles treaty, but ho didn't tell us that he intendod to 
break it in conflict with other nations. We believed that he 
thought of a gradual revision of the Versailles Treaty. 

Q Did you approve of the persecution of the Jews? 

A Noe 

Q What actually remains of Hitler's progran, if you clini- 
nate his race probien, persecution of Jews, and the attitude to- 
wards the Jows, ctc, what actually renains? 

A In 1935, when six nillion were unemployed in thirty-two 
political parties - the major part of the population was hungry. 
None of the political parties was in a position to clininate that 
distress, and the Nazi Party declared all for onc = we aro all 
one community and all of us had to aid and assist everybody. 

"I'm bringing you work and bread", And other denands were consi- 


Gered irrelevant - all that we wanted is work. 


Q All other Parties had promised the sane, All of then 


were for nationality, community, and all against distress and 
uncnploynent? 

A Yes, but the other Parties did not have any ideas and 
plan how to give work and bread to the pcople. It was a more 
question of existence - that was the reason why so nany labors 
joined the party, 

Q Did you think that you could be a nonber of the Party 
and do just what you wanted? and that you could realize only those 
parts of the Party progran which you liked and desired? 

pe Initially, we didn't consider the party progran as a 
major matter, Germany was at the break of G6ricf. One didntt bothe: 
about points of a Party progran, but was rather concerned how would 
father and son remain working and renain in their positions. 


Q- You did adnit that Hitler would not have succeeded in 
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doing anything without a Party? 

A It was not only through the party members that Hitler 
Sained power, but through the voters who in accordance with the 
law clocted hin to office. 

Q You didntt answer my question. My question was - do 
you understand that Hitler could not have done anything without 
the Nazi Party? 

Yese 

Q Therefore, do you admit or don't you that you are res- 
ponsible for all the crines which Hitler comnitted? 

å Just as much as a soldicr is responsible for the erines 
which his general cormits. = 

COLONEL ORLOV: No further questions. 

BY DR. NATH? 
Q, Witness, you stato that Block and Zellcenleiters did not 


receive any political instructions from the Ortsgruppenlciter, is 


Q You further state that it was the Ortsgruppenleciter and 


the Kreisleiter and the Gaulciter who had to fulfill the political 


Yose 
Q Were the Ortsgruppenlciter able to fulfill their poli- 
tical tasks? 


I don't know what the tasks of the Ortsgruppenlciter 


You know, don't you, that the Ortsgruppenleiter had a 
staff? 

Yes. 

List a few offices of the Staff of Ortsgruppenlciter? 
treasurer, man in charge of organization, propaganda 


leader, training leader 
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man in chorgo of pross reletions ond man in ch 


activitics,. 

O, Isn't it truo that the nanos cf these cffice olroady 
indicatc the naturo cf the task which the Ortsgruppenlciter had 
to fulfill? 

L Yose 

A was tho function of tre Zollonloitor and Blockloitor to 
assist the Ortsgrupponloitor in tho fulfillnent cf thoso tasks? 
For instanco, was it tho task cf tho Dleckleiter and Zollmloitor 


pereto with tho man in chorso of prepagonda or tho. nar in 


training? 


nenner? 
By carrying cut the ic tic of io treasurer, 
tcolk about Sikod ccoout tho 
of training and 
nover kad cnythin 
The man in charge of propagando 
material for propaganda for distribution tc 


districts, 


Woula 2& bo fair tc ay that the Block and Zellonloitors 


woro tho ines or orranc boys of the Ortscsruppenleitor or wouid 
those Block «nd Gellonleiters havo indepondont tasks of their own? 


fulfill 


hishcr lovels of tho pcerty 
had boon unable to work without the Llock cn? ZCellenliciter? 
Th rst E 


Tho porsocution of tho Jows, tho cst-blisknent cf 


contration canps, tho forcign lebcrcrs, the suppression of 


churches -- 211 these cre matters of which ycu 


at J 
D Us. 


A 


Zollonloitors had nothing to dc with. Then how was ii 


thet all things cculd teke pla cnd did teko place 


before, nothing cculd have been done witheut 
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+s P orty ond Stato worc ono, out the moasuros of tho Stato 


wore net corrio. cut oxelusively by tho Perty., I don't know who 


in tho individucl e:so would ecrry cut those mocsures., At cny 


rato tho Block and Zcllenicitors had nothing tc adc with it-.. 
Actually thoy wore nct lchoitstragors and therofcre, they were 
in nc position to fulff§2l pclitical tasks, 

I would like o aid your memory a littlo - the 
Petsdan = that was 2 prlitical day, wasn't it? 

JS e 

that was tko paning cf the happoning: of tho day of 
Potsdain? 


A Tic Gorren portiouont ceserblea in the church at Petsdan 
to rocoivo addresses of tle prosiJont anc the chancollor cf the 
Roich.e 

How rony corcom‘sration ecrps dia you actually know of? 
Wo know of Daskvw. 
Hew nany othorg? 
Wo didn't mce cf any otho 
NATH: That is all. 


= s 


TAYLOR: eny furthor cress oxcmincticn of this 


None. (åll counsol indicated nc) 

Die NTH: 2 wi ivon today a dccwmient D-9014 and I 
hero only « brief chanéc te glanco it cver, Tis docuniont which 
is c docuniont cf the pyesocution 
and does not carry ony signature. 
court that docunconts f.t first are to Do pitted in the orisinal, 
so that tho Gofenso hes a chance to convinco itself o 1c comlino 
nagturo of the docunont. lL epproeclato E if the prosocution 
could mako available to ‘om cdoecwient in 
sa 


ok Vb 


wo con oxpres 
roquest that up te that momont that the document shoulda not be usod 
in ovidonce nor should it be made a pert cf the procooding 

UWRe TAYLOR: Dr, Nath, if you will reecll the presecwtion 


stated yostordcy thet the orisgincl, cocunent wis in Marylend; (G. Sa 


[On 
fui TD 
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that the copy be prusentod to you and cffered in evidence had boon 
cortifioc to by sone official in England as s truo and correct 
copy of the criginal, and I assumed ct thet time aftor oxplanction 
cond Col. Jonos explained it - that you woro thoroughly 
i0 Situation ə that it was a cortificd truo copy 
1 criginoal. 
DR. NATH: Weuld it bo ¢ —— Fal that wo 
bo Given tho cortificcto ani that wo pestpone decision on the 
natter until wo received tho gortificction cbout which you cre 
talking. 
Mn. TYLOR: Yos, you aro ontitlod 
& copy of the certificction 
stcted twt they will furnish you 2 true 
cortificatec in qucstion, 
Tho witness is cxcusod, Tho Ccrtaissicn will rocoss for 
ton minutes, 
soiling transcript cf tho 


> 


tcstinony of HANS SCHNEIDER, tel on 18 and 19 Juno 1946, 
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